POLICY FORUM

Climate Change, Its Impact and Challenges to the
Education and Health Sectors with Special Reference to Children

Resource Persons

Mr. Mozaharul Alam

Regional Climate Change Coordinator, Regional Office for Asia and the
Pacific United Nations Environment Programme

Mozaharul Alam has obtained his M. Sc degree in Geography in 1989 from Jahangirna-
gar University in Bangladesh. He has worked with Bangladesh Centre for Advanced
Studies (BCAS) from 1992 to 2004 as a Researcher. He has lead several climate change
studies and coordinated climate change programme of the organization. He has joined
Ministry of Environment and Forest, Government of Bangladesh as National Project
Coordinator to formulate National Adaptation Programme of Action (NAPA). He has
returned BCAS in the end of 2005 and continued his responsibility to lead climate
change team and coordinate climate change programme. He has joined the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in 2009 as Regional Climate Change Coordi-
nator for Asia and the Pacific Region. He has received an international fellowship award
by International Institute for Environment and Development (IIED) under Climate
Change Programme for three years starting from 2006.

His specialization is on adaptation and development to climate change and designing
adaptation measures with special focus on community based adaptation, and
integrated environment assessment. He has experiences to work as project coordina-
tor, technical coordinator, and team leader as well as working experiences with
multidisciplinary team of experts. His involvement in the noteworthy studies were
Bangladesh Climate Change Country Study under the US Climate Change Studies
Programme; Assessment of Vulnerability of Coastal Areas to Climate Change and Sea
Level Rise: A Pilot Study in Bangladesh; Asia Least-Cost Greenhouse Gas Abatement
Strategy (ALGAS) study, Bangladesh; Probable Impacts of Climate Change on Poverty
and Economic Growth and the Options of Coping with Adverse Effect of Climate
Change in Bangladesh; and Climate Change Risks and Food Security in Bangladesh.

Mr. Suphachol Suphachalasai

Economics and Research Department ,Asian Development Bank

Suphachol Suphachalasai is Economist at the Asian Development Bank, specialized in
economics of climate change. He is currently leading ADB's project that supports
Southeast Asian countries in low carbon economic planning. Suphachol is technical
lead on the economics of climate change research in ADB's sub-regions and also
supporting its clean energy operations. Prior to joining ADB, he was Environmental
Economist at the World Bank in Washington D.C., where he contributed to the Bank's
Strategic Framework for Development and Climate Change; India Strategies for Low
Carbon Growth; Climate Change Impacts in Drought and Flood Affected Areas of India;
as well as Country Environmental Analysis for several countries. Suphachol holds a PhD
in Economics from University of Cambridge, MSc in Environmental and Resource
Economics from University College London, and BA in Economics from Chulalongkorn
University, Thailand.

Dr. Arturo M Pesigan

Team Leader, Urban Health Emergency Management
Centre for Health Development ,WHO Centre for Health Development (WKC)

Dr Arturo M Pesigan is presently the team leader of Urban Health Emergency Manage-
ment of the WHO Center for Health Development (WHO Kobe Centre) based in Japan.
He was formerly the technical officer of the Emergency and Humanitarian Action unit
of the Regional Office for the Western Pacific of WHO and also the public health officer
of the WHO office in Timor Leste. Before joining the WHO, Dr Pesigan was Professor of
public health of the College of Public Health of the University of the Philippines Manila.
He was also a Vice Chancellor of the University of the Philippines Manila and a Dean of
the School for Distance Education of the University of the Philippines Open University.
He is one of the pioneers in the training programmes for health emergency manage-
ment in the Philippines. He has published several books on disaster management in
health and has contributed to various publications on public health, community
medicine and environmental/occupational health. He graduated pre-med (BS,
Zoology) with honors and medicine from the University of the Philippines. He was a
Rotary International fellow for undergraduate studies at The Johns Hopkins University.
He went for postgraduate studies on public health /community medicine at the Memo-
rial University of Newfoundland (Canada). Training on disaster management was from
the Catholic University of Louvain, University of Geneva, WHO, ICRC/IFRC and UNDAC.
He was a recipient of the national award in the Philippines: Ten Outstanding Young
Men and the international award: Outstanding Young Persons of the World.

Ms. Jill Lawler
Regional Program and Planning, UNICEF East Asia and Pacific Regional Office

Jill Lawler is a consultant with UNICEF’s East Asia and Pacific Regional Office in Bangkok.
Areas of research include child friendly climate change adaptation and disaster risk
reduction, integrated water resources management, poverty and sustainable develop-
ment, and social policy. Prior to joining UNICEF, she served as a consultant to the
UNDP’s Regional Centre in Bangkok Enivonment and Sustainable Development unit.




